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INL Reads!  
 

Wednesday January 18th 

7:30 pm 

84 Morningside Ave. 

(Windermere/Bloor, west end) 

Coffee, tea, goodies  

COME OUT AND JOIN                              

THE DISCUSSION  

This new INL of NA program asks us all 

to read the same book ... 

And what is that book? 
The first novel in the INL Reads! program, 

was published in Iceland as two volumes in 

1934 and 1935. Its author was awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Literature in 1955 ―for his 

vivid epic power which has renewed the 

great narrative art of Iceland.‖ This work 

brings the reader into the world of Bjartur 

of Summerhouses, and his struggle for inde-

pendence. He lives in a land that has barely 

changed in a millennia, as he fiercely main-

tains his independence from the world be-

yond his home field. 
The book of course is ―Independent Peo-

ple‖,  by Halldor Kiljan Laxness. It is fitting 

that we begin this series with the landmark 

Icelandic novel of the twentieth century.  
Also, help us decide what book to nominate 

for 2013. 

Check out the blogs on www.inlofna.org 

Questions and/or to book:  

gaileinarsonmccleery@gmail.com 

 ICELAND TRAVEL SHOW  ...   

great pictures and stories from club mem-

bers who were there last year, including 

the Christmas experience,  We will have  
brochures and info. on Iceland, organized 

trips for 2012., and the latest news on 

new airlines flying to Iceland. 
 

Morningside High Park  
Presbyterian Church,                                              

4 Morningside Avenue  

(west of High Park)   

3 pm Sunday February 26th    

$8 members, $10 nonmembers 
More info.                                                         

gaileinarsonmccleery@gmail.com  

ICCT Þorrablót 2012  Sat. April 14 
will be returning at the Estonian Club of Toronto. Our Icelandic-

Canadian multi-generational (and meet your cousins) spirit is the 

focus for our unique celebration. Winter on the Icelandic Calendar 

starts on October 22, and the last day of winter – siðasti 

vetardagur - is April 18. Join us to celebrate winter without the 

threat of impending snow storms! This past April, over 200 people 

attended our annual event featuring Icelandic Canadian usual and 

bizarre fare, Viking Challenges, Children‗s Freya‗s Fling Challenge, 

Silent and Secret Auction, Presentation Program, Great Music, and 

of course, Icelandic Beer. Many family and friends gather for fun 

and laughter. We‗re planning on ramping up the experience this 

year with some new interactive family fun. If you‗d like to help out 

on the planning .... Thorrablot@icct.info 
Please consider making a donation toward the Silent Auction to 

be held at our Thorrablot celebrations on April 14th. All proceeds 

go toward a scholarship for post-secondary education, grants to 

participants in the Snorri Youth program traveling to Iceland, and 

to children attending Icelandic Camp in Manitoba.  
Some ideas for auction items that you may not have considered 

are; teaching a computer skill, art or a craft, tickets to the Ballet, 

theatre or a sports event, original art or craft items, a hay ride, 

weekend at a cottage, trip to a maple bush, home-made cookies, 

cakes to order for a special occasion or a service, like home repair 

and tree pruning. 
We also welcome smaller items that can be included in a theme 

basket. Some theme baskets we are hoping to put together are, 

Gardening, Coffee Time, Family Movie Night, Spa, Car Care, Knit-

ting or Crafts. Be as creative as you please in support of this chari-

table event. All donations are appreciated.                                             

Contact Phyllis Pollard pjpollard@mac.com 416 987-0738  
EARLY BIRD:  "Book by March 9 for special Early Bird prices... 

see enclosed order form."  

TRAVEL  TO  ICELAND      WITH   US   IN   PHOTOS 

http://www.inlofna.org/
mailto:gaileinarsonmccleery@gmail.com
mailto:pjpollard@mac.com
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REPORT FROM INLOFNA 

First, and maybe most important –      

the Snorri deadline is January 12. 

We strongly encourage you to consider 

giving your kids or grandchildren the 

opportunity to go.  Also coming up Jan. 

26 is the deadline for Snorri Plus (30 

and up) ...also a great program. 

Check www.snorri.is  - the cost, the 

dates, and the prospective program are 

all there.    

We are looking forward to our next 

convention in Brandon, on May 3,4,5,6 in 

2012 

– for more information contact the 

covention chairman in Brandon, 

Harold Jonasson jonassonh@netlink.ca 

or go to the INL website and click on 

convention www.inlofna.org 

The 2012 INL calendar is a sales success 

many thanks to Dianne O‘Konski.  

The other Dianne O‘Konski project that 

is happening is the Settlement Tours. 

Although there were a few logistical 

difficulties in 2011, the idea lives. 

If you have any ideas for Dianne,contact  

her at deokonski@charter.net 

 Rob Olason‘s plan to start INL Reads 

begins with Halldor Laxness‘ Independent 

People.. 

If you have any comments for Rob or 

want to help him, contact him at     

robolason@aol.com  Toronto‘s first 

event in this program is on              

Wed. Jan.18 (see front page) 

 The INL Donald K. Johnson film screen-

ing project (across N.A.) has run into 

some difficulty in obtaining films because 

of format issues, but Rob and Gail have 

obtained two documentaries for the 

series, "Dreamland" (already seen in 

Toronto in Nordic Nights) and a trave-

logue "Iceland: Europe's Wild Gem" 

   Work is in progress for an INL Virtual 

Club to allow those who live too far 

away from a club to be able to take part.                                        

See announcement on                                        

the Virtual Club on Page 7 

THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR GENEROUS  

DONATIONS 

 
Donations in    memory of 

Darryl Hogg:  
  (Thank you to the family of Dar-

ryl Hogg for suggesting that dona-

tions could be made to the club in 

remembrance of Darryl) 

 
The Staff Association of The 

Presbyterian Church in Canada, 

Toronto 
Members of the Chancel Guild 

of the Church of the Transfigu-

ration/Ms. E Thomson, Toronto 

Christine Duncan, Burlington 
Eila Fowler and Gloria Way, 

Toronto 
Kingsley Hinschberger, Niagara 

Falls 

Grace-Ann McIntyre, Toronto 
Margaret and Don Real, Sunder-

land 

Craig Robbins, Caledon 
 Elizabeth Thoms, Toronto                

The Presbytery of Seaway 

Glengarry/Rev. Ian MacMillan 

Laura Wilson, Toronto 

Donation in memory  

   of Paul Sigurdson: 

Victoria Sigurdson  

 

 

Donations to ICCT: 
William & Laufey Hart 

Rita Hiorth 

George Isford 

Marlene Mintz 

Garry OddleIfson 

Joan Waterous 

Torfi Bildfell 

Jean Davis 

Hank & Emily Enns 

Peter Erlendson 

Alexei Goudimenko 

Donna & Brian Laxdal 

Peter & Kari Norman 

Harold & Elizabeth Olafson 

Dorothy Purchase 

Kay Sigurjonsson 

Dorothy & Ron Smith    

 

Obituaries 
—— 

Pétur Fridriksson 
FRIDRIKSSON, Pétur - Died peacefully at his home in 

Toronto on Thursday, November 10, 2011 at the age 

of 60. Beloved son of Arngerdur and the late Jon 

Fridriksson. Loved brother of Steve and Alda. Special 

uncle of Kristin and Jeffrey. If desired, donations to 

the Heart & Stroke Foundation, 2300 Yonge Street, 

Suite 1300, P.O. Box 2414, Toronto M4P 1E4 would 

be appreciated. Condolences and memories may be 

forwarded through www.humphreymiles.com 
Pétur's mother, Gigi Fridriksson, has been a val-

ued  ICCT member since she moved here from Mont-

real in 1974; and is an Honorary Member of both 

ICCT and INL of NA. 

—— 

R. Darryl Hogg 
HOGG, R. Darryl - Suddenly on Saturday, November 

12, 2011 in Toronto. Darryl, for 37 years, was the 

best friend and loving husband of Frances. Cherished 

father of Lisa Robbins (Stephen), David (Patricia), 

Andrew, and Graeme. Proud grandpa to Owen and 

Charlie. Dear brother of Richard Hogg (Marjorie), 

beloved brother- in-law of Evelyn, Karen (Mario), 

Kingsley (Annmarie), and Lisa, and will also be missed 

by his many nieces and nephews. A Professional Engi-

neer with the Provincial and Federal Governments for 

38 years, 35 year member of the Church of the Trans-

figuration, and longtime member of the Icelandic Ca-

nadian Club of Toronto (ICCT). As an expression of 
sympathy, memorial donations can be made to ICCT, 

1680 Scugog Street, Port Perry L9L 1E2. Condolences 

and memories may be forwarded through 

www.humphreymiles.com 

http://www.snorri.is/
mailto:jonassonh@netlink.ca
http://www.inlofna.org/
mailto:deokonski@charter.net
mailto:robolason@aol.com
http://www.humphreymiles.com/
http://www.humphreymiles.com/
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Icelandic news 
Iceland’s PM among Foreign Pol-

icy’s Global Thinkers Prime Minister of 

Iceland Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir is included in 

the magazine Foreign Policy‘s recently-

published listing of the world‘s ―Top 100 

Global Thinkers‖ in 2011, ranking number 

87. The FP reasoned that Jóhanna earned her 

place on the list ―for showing how good 

women are at fixing what men break.‖ 
―In 2009, Iceland's government became the 

first casualty of the global economic crisis. 

And following decades of ill-advised deregula-

tion and financial speculation under the coun-

try's male-dominated political elite, Iceland 

went in a radically different direction -- back-

ing a former flight attendant turned union 

rep turned legislator, Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir, 

as its first female prime minister and the 

world's first openly gay country leader,‖ the 

FP‘s evaluation reads. 
―Sigurðardóttir has since presided over a 

feminist revolution. Nearly half the country's 

legislature is now female, as are four of its 10 

cabinet members. She has supported high-

profile campaigns against rape and domestic 

violence, and a law legalizing same-sex mar-

riage passed unanimously -- allowing 

Sigurðardóttir to marry her longtime partner 

in 2010.  
―It seems to be working: Iceland's economy 

is finally starting to show signs of life after 

much lighter cuts to social welfare programs 

than in other European countries. Maybe it's 

time for them to dump the boys' club, too,‖ 

the evaluation concludes.  
In the FP‘s view, the top three Global Think-

ers in 2011 are US President Barack Obama, 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel and 

Prime Minister of Turkey Recep Tayyip Er-

doğan.        From IcelandReview.com 
 

Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson                 

Will not Run Again for President of Iceland. 

President Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson an-

nounced in his New Year‘s Day speech on 

national radio and television that he would 

not run again for president. He said that it 

was ―natural that he and Dorrit [his wife] 

were looking forward to more freedom.‖  

He was the first president to use the presi-

dential veto power he has according to the 

constitution. First he did this in 2004 when 

he was against the media law of Davíd 

Oddsson. Later he used it twice against the 

Icesave treaty with the Dutch and UK.    

In his speech he said that this was not a 

goodbye but the start of a new beginning. he 

thanked the nation for the trust it had shown 

him.         More on IcelandReview.com 

“Iceland Wants to Buy You a 

Drink” Iceland‘s small batch Reyka Vodka 

is celebrating its win of the prestigious Vodka 

Trophy at the annual International Wine and 

Spirits Competition (IWSC) by announcing 

the campaign ―Iceland Wants to Buy You a 

Drink‖, including concerts by Jeff Who?                                                                                                    

During the month of December, Reyka  in-

vited fans to savour ―the world‘s best tasting 

vodka‖ while experiencing Icelandic culture 

through a series of spirited evenings in New 

York, Chicago and Boston that will include 

Reyka cocktails, Icelandic music, and the 

chance for guests in each city to win a trip 

for two to visit Iceland, 

From IcelandReview.com 

 
Easyjet and brand new Icelandic airline, 

WOW Air, will increase accessibility from 

the UK to Iceland by six flights a week. The 

two airlines are both launching flights from 

London airports to Keflavik International 

Airport in the spring and summer of 2012. 

   The inaugural Easyjet flight is on 27 March 

2012 and will operate three times a week 

from London Luton (Stansted) on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Sundays. 

   WOW Air will fly for the first time on 1 

June 2012. Flights from London Stansted to 

Keflavik will operate three times a week on 

Wednesday, Friday and Sunday with prices 

starting at £53 one way. WOW Air is Ice-

land's newest airline and focuses on flexible 

travel within Europe at competitive prices. 

The airline will also fly from Iceland to Ali-
cante, Basel, Berlin, Copenhagen, Krakow, 

Lyon, Paris, Stuttgart, Warsaw and Zurich. 
From traveldailynews.com 

 
Canadian Hockey Day Celebrated 

in Iceland October 9 was the Canadian 

Hockey Day in Iceland when Canadian and 

Icelandic hockey players, including Canadian 

Sarah Smiley who is on the Icelandic national 

women‘s hockey team, two-time Olympic 

gold medalist and five-time world champion 

goaltender Sami Jo Small and her husband, 

gold medal Paralympian sledge hockey player 

Billy Bridges, were presenting the sport to 

Icelanders. The event was a part of the an-

nual Iceland International Ice Hockey Cup 

Tournament which took  place October 5-10 

in Egilshöll in Reykjavík. 

   This is the first time that the tournament 

includes a full women‘s division. Canada was 

represented by 57 female hockey players. 

   The Iceland International Ice Hockey Cup 

Tournament has been providing a unique 

hockey experience for nine years.  

   ―The charitable component of the tourna-

ment began in 2008 after Iceland‘s banking  

collapse with a bunch of guys from New 

Jersey who love Iceland (‗The Great Iceland 

Hockey Bailout‘),‖ wrote Deirdre Norman, 

whose organization The Women of Winter 

(TWOW) is the driving force behind the 

Canadian women‘s participation.                       

    ―TWOW is responsible for coordinating 

the women‘s division, for creating ‗Canadian 

Hockey Day in Iceland‘, for bringing dona-

tions of gear, and for bridging Canadian and 

Icelandic hockey programs,‖ Norman con-

cluded.   

From IcelandReview.com 
 

Icelandic beer crowned Best Stan-

dard Lager in the world 
International beer experts have voted Ice-

land‘s Egils Gull as the Best Standard Lager 

Beer in the World at the World Beer 

Awards 2011.                                                     

Judges from all over the world choose the 

winners of what is described as the most 

respected beer awards anywhere, in blind 

tasting sessions. The international judging 

panel tasted around a hundred beers from 

around the world and it was Gull (which 

means ‗Gold‘) which won the gold, Visir.is 

reported.                                                                 

Beers in the World Beer Awards final first 

have to pass a regional stage; which means 

that by winning the world award, Gull could 

also be said to be the ‗best in Europe‘ as well 

— making the victory still sweeter.                    

Andri Thor Gudmundsson, president of 

the Egils brewery says that Icelandic water 

and Icelandic barley are the secrets to Egils 

Gull‘s success; as well as the subtle changes 

to the beer‘s production in recent years. 

―The secret is naturally precision and care 

and that things are always done in the same 

way. And also lots of little details which I 

don‘t want to give away,‖ Gudmundsson 

states.                                                                   

Egils Gull is available in Canada. 

  From .icenews.is 
 

A record snowfall in Reykjavik on 
29th of December. Snow measured 33 cm 

deep according to Iceland Met Office. This is 

the biggest snowfall for 1 day in Reykjavík in 

December since 1921.  

 
The record for deepest snow           
in Iceland was set in 1995 when on March 19 

the snow measured 279 cm by Skeidsfoss 

Power Station.  

 
Coldest day ever measured in Iceland 

was 21st of January on ―The great frosty 

winter of 1918‖. Reykjavik measured –24,5 

and Möðrudalur –38 

http://www.icenews.is/index.php/2011/11/16/27770/
http://www.icenews.is/index.php/2011/11/16/27770/
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Canadian Modesty 

Meets Icelandic     

Imagination 
By KEN JOHNSON 

  If you have read ―Independent People,‖ the 

great novel by Halldor Laxness, Iceland‘s only 

recipient of the Nobel Prize for Literature, 

you might experience déjà vu while watching 

and listening to Guy Maddin‘s magical film-
and-live performance ―Tales from the Gimli 

Hospital: Reframed.‖ The novel chronicles 

the incredibly difficult lives of early-20th-

century Icelandic sheepherders in excruciat-

ing detail, and the narrative is leavened by 

weirdly fantastic and darkly comical episodes. 

The movie similarly looks back on the ex-

perience of Icelandic immigrants to Canada in 

the late 19th century. 

In 1875, famine and a volcanic eruption drove 

many Icelanders to move to Canada. Some of 

them founded a settlement on the shores of 

Lake Winnipeg that they called Gimli, Ice-

landic for ―paradise.‖ Mr. Maddin, who hails 

from Winnipeg and is one of those filmmak-

ers said to enjoy a cult following, is de-

scended from those pioneers. In grainy black 

and white and a style reminiscent of silent 

movies and David Lynch‘s ―Eraserhead,‖ his 

film tells of the colonists‘ disastrous early 

days when they were decimated by starva-

tion and illness. For the presentation here 

(New York), the movie is silent, and audio 

parts, including voices, music and ambient 

sounds, are produced live onstage by the 

Aono Jikken Ensemble, of Iceland. They in-

clude a violinist, a cellist, a double bassist and 

three people busily and expertly manipulating 

all kinds of objects to create sound effects. 

The rivetingly charismatic Kristin Anna 

Valtysdottir narrates the story, supplies most 

of the human voices for the characters on 

screen and, accompanying herself on guitar, 

sings like an angel. 

There is an effect of dueling between the film 

and the live performers. The movie, a revised 

and expanded version of Mr. Maddin‘s 1988 

original, is mainly a 65-minute fever dream of 

a man felled by an epidemic sweeping 

through the community. Taken to a make-

shift hospital, he lies in bed sweating and 

hallucinating. There are scenes of slapstick 

comedy, surrealistic horror and heartrending 

tragedy; there is sex, jealousy and death. 

Near the end comes a luminous, purple-

tinted vision of dancing sirens that might have 

been produced by a team of William Blake 

and Busby Berkeley. Meanwhile, the live per-

formers are so captivating that they often 

distract from what is happening on screen. It 

is hard to pay equal attention to both, but at 

some points, film, music, voices and sounds 

fuse into a transporting whole. 

During a brief, live introduction Mr. Maddin 

observed that  perhaps because of the boast-

ful ways of their neighbors to the south, Ca-

nadians are constitutionally averse to self-

mythologizing. Icelanders, on the other hand, 

are much prone to myth-making. This was 

illuminating. In its low-budget, pragmatic 

modesty, ―Tales from the Gimli Hospital‖ is 

evidently Canadian; and in its wildly operatic 

imagination, it is Icelandic. The two sensibili-

ties come together in a terrific wedding of 

the earthly and the heavenly. 

From artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com 

The 2012 Icelandic National 

League of North America 

 93rd Annual Convention 
This year the celebrations will take place in 

Brandon, Manitoba. 

 
The ―HULDUFOLK‖ in Brandon have been 

busy preparing for the convention so that 

you have an opportunity to participate in, 

‖Embracing our Icelandic Culture‖. 

 
You will have 4 days to surround yourself 

with Icelandic culture and inspiration. 
On Thursday, May 3 there will be a ―Meet 

and Greet‖ from 7:00-10:00 PM. 
What a wonderful opportunity to catch up 

with former friends and to make new ones! 

There is a rumor going around that we may 

be attacked(embraced!) by the Vikings! 

 
The speakers and presenters throughout the 

convention are sure to trigger nostalgic 

thoughts, stroke your imagination and con-

nect your present with the past. 

 
On Friday evening our ―Opening Ceremo-

nies‖ will include a welcome procession. You 

will never guess which dignitaries we have 

invited from Iceland and North America! 

Also, on Friday evening we will be featuring 

Manitoba talent. 

 
The INL of NA convention is all about part-

nerships. This year, we not only have part-

nerships between Iceland and North Amer-

ica, we also have partnerships within Mani-

toba. The Brandon elves and trolls believe 

that, ―Teamwork Works!‖ And that‘s exactly 

what happened when we met with the mem-

bers of the other Manitoba Chapters on 

November 13 in Winnipeg. Open communi-

cation, cooperation and collaboration allow-

edus to take positive steps towards planning 

a successful convention. 

 
On Sunday, May 6, you will be invited to join 

a car rally from 9 AM to 3 PM. 
We plan to visit Churches, gravesites and 

other points of interest to give everyone an 

opportunity to connect with Icelandic com-

munities, past and present. We will stop for 

lunch at the Bru Café, which has an interest-

ing Icelandic past!! 

 
So please remember, “May 3- 6, 2012”, 

“Brandon, Manitoba” and 

“Embracing our Icelandic Culture”. 

Check out the INL of NA website 
http://inlofna.org and Facebook page for con-

vention information. 

 

Registration starts January15! 

 
Harold and Norma Jonasson,                     

Convention Co-Chairs 

Vicky 

On the cover of the Rolling Stone 

Icelandic Band Great Under The Radar  

David Fricke‘s (senior editor at Rolling Stone) 

Best Under-the-Radar Albums of 2011 se-

lected Vicky, a pop-metal band from Hafnar-

fjörður, with their album Cast a Light as 

one of the best of the year.  
 

The writer from Iceland Review said:           

―I only caught part of one of this Icelandic 

quartet‘s Airwaves 

shows, but it was long 

enough to hear what is 

now one of my favorite 

songs of the year: 

―How Do You Feel?‖, 

rusted-glam seduction 

with striking hints of 

Johnny Thunders‘ 

grinding fuzz and Sioux-

sie Sioux‘s vocal voo-

doo in guitarist Kar-

lotta Halldórsdóttir‘s 

blackened crunch and singer 

Eygló Scheving‘s plaintive cry. 

The rest of Cast a Light, made 

and released independently 

by the band, is just as tough 

and alluring and worth the 

hunt. You can start at 

iTunes.‖  

From IcelandReview.com 

http://artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com/author/ken-johnson/
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1955/laxness-bio.html
http://11.performa-arts.org/event/guy-maddin-performa-commission
http://11.performa-arts.org/event/guy-maddin-performa-commission
http://bigthink.com/ideas/21187?page=all
http://bigthink.com/ideas/21187?page=all
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dU7OqGCIcak
http://aonojikken.net/
http://www.last.fm/music/Krist%C3%ADn+Anna+Valt%C3%BDsd%C3%B3ttir
http://www.last.fm/music/Krist%C3%ADn+Anna+Valt%C3%BDsd%C3%B3ttir
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrhcJAdup9w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrhcJAdup9w
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Iceland Arts Festival 
F

For anyone who has ever dreamt of traveling 

to Iceland, Sunday, November 13th at the El 

Mocambo was at least an authentic glimpse. 

By authentic I mean the art was Icelandic, the 

food and candy came direct from the Kóla-

portið in downtown Reykjavík and the music, 

well the music was just awesome.  
 

The day welcomed Canadian Icelandic fash-

ion/designer Linda Lundström who intro-

duced us to her beautiful new decor: massive 

Japanese room dividers and window cover-

ings called Washi Walls. These gorgeous 12-

foot wall hangings masterfully alluded change 

of space to the room without feeling closed 

off. Linda was witty on the microphone and 

expressed such warmth and charisma to the 
attendees that everyone was keen to hear 

her stories. 
 

Complementary to Linda´s Washi Walls 

were the recent works of eclectic artist 

Svava Þordís. 

Her attention to detail and creative delicacy 

favoured an interest to those who could 

truly appreciate the thought process. 
 

A twisted turn into the realm of concert 

documentaries, Where is the Snow??! is about 

the Iceland Airwaves annual music festival 

and week long party. The guest presenter 
was Iceland Airwaves Festival director 

Grímur Atlason. Grímur really likes to en-

gage his audience whether it be about his 

colourful stories as a young mayor of a small 

town in Iceland or in present time running 

one of the biggest music festivals in the 

world. He was humble and charming and the 

audience listened attentively. 

 

The film itself was also well received. The 

attendees were eager to see the bands per-

form that night and even enthusiastic to start 

planning a trip to the Airwaves festival in 

Iceland next year. 
 

During the art exhibits and the film screen-

ing, people could also shop the ―Kolaportið‖ 

- loosely mimicking the weekend flea market 

in downtown Reykjavík. Kolaportið, which 

means coal port, was named this because the 

market originated in a garage by the harbour 

where coal was once imported to run the 

steamers. But there was no coal at the Kóla-

portið in Toronto! Instead, t-shirts, candy, 

dried fish, arts and crafts and even Icelandic-

Canadian homemade Vinarterta were for 

sale. Everything (except the Vinarterta) was 

imported directly from Iceland including 

delicious kókosbollur (coconut balls) and 

kleinur which were quite popular among the 

attendees. 
 

The doors to the ―Elmo‖ (As the locals call 

the venue) closed around 4pm in order to 

prepare for the evening main event. You 

could almost feel the anticipation brewing as 

a line-up formed down Spadina Avenue of 

anxious Iceland lovers waiting to get back in.  
 

By the time 8pm rolled around, there was a 

mad rush for everyone to get in and within 

30 minutes of the doors re-opening, over 

200 people had piled in to buy drinks, more 

candy and anxiously await the music.  
 

First to take the stage was singer/

songwriter  Sigrún Stella with songs from her 

new album Crazy Blue. She successfully con-

nected with her audience luring them into 

her world unknowingly without permission 

or forgiveness. Somber lyrics, a sultry voice 

and overtones of bluesy, folky music warmed 

up the crowd like a smooth whisky.  
 

Following a chill opener, no one expected 
such a jolt from the next unsuspecting band 

For a Minor Reflection. These 4 young men 

owned the stage, revved up the crowd and 

took them on an instrumental journey with 

tempo changes and musical highs and lows 

that made you forget you never needed lyr-

ics to make a song sing. The audience was 

alive and ready for more. 
 

Headlining, Of Monsters and Men are made up 

of seven (six regular members and one guest 

accordion player). These very talented musi-

cians have been getting tremendous attention 

by record labels including Universal Music. 

This music has all the makings of a favourable 

band. Nanna and Ragnar vocally harmonize 

and gel so well with the indie folk rock sound 

making the music not just catchy but oddly 

familiar. It was as though your parents par-

ents might have played it for you a long time 

ago and it somehow got stuck in your head. 

This band was a definite crowd pleaser that 

featured complementing elements that every-

one could enjoy.  
 

Despite everything being squeezed into one 

day, the Iceland Arts Festival was a great 

success. It was proof positive that the people 

of Toronto love Iceland, thrive on exploring 

the culture and appreciate the idiosyncrasies 

that define it. 
  

By Karen Helena Wallington 

Christmas event                                       

at Riverdale Park 
  Valdimar Brandsson and Freyja Chapman, 

attended the Icelandic Christmas event at 

Riverdale Park.  Both are nine years old this 

year and, by now, seasoned veterans of the 

event.  When asked about their favorite part 

of the event, Valdimar replied "Seeing 

Santa".  Freyja, joined in, "my favorite was the 

window peeping." At this Valdimar said, "Oh, 

oh, right, I think my other favorite was the 

door slamming!".  Freyja agreed it was fun but 

noted, "You know you weren't really sup-

posed to slam the doors, don't you?"  Valdi-

mar replied, "I know".   

 

When asked if Grýla was 

there, Freyja confirmed she 

was.  Asked if Grýla had 

scared her pants off, Freyja 

said, "No, because she was 

really nice!  She took us to 

see all the animals.  The only 

one that scared us was the 

brown goose who startled us 

when it honked really loud 

behind us to get our atten-
tion.  Valdimar concluded that 

the day "was really fun and 

the lootbags were awe-

some!"  With that they were done talking and 

off to do more playing.   

 

Picture below: Freyja and Valdimar holding an 

Icelandic hammered bronze platter with an 

image of some Icelandic yuletide lads getting 

up to some healthy holiday mischief.  
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Vinertarta lessons in London, 

Email Exchange: 
——- 

 Good evening Viking Women, 
As you were making wonderful layers 

and spreading prunes I was in an auto-

motive factory giving flu shots! It sounds 

as if you had a wonderful time. 

Bless  

Ardath 
 —— 

Hi Ardath, and Gail too, 

Well, just think of all those auto work-

ers who won't get flu this winter!!  We 

did have a great fun event, though, and 

missed you.   

Sorry, Gail, and Ardath too, but there 

are no photos.  Our camera battery was 

dead.  There were a few really great 

Kodak moments in the afternoon, and 

some good laughs to accompany them. 
 One precious moment came when I 

was putting the ingredients back in the 

cupboard while the last couple of layers 

of cake were in the oven.  I came to a 

container of corn starch, and realized I'd 

given it to Carol Burns, who was doing 

the mixing of the batter in a huge bowl 

of Lisa's, instead of giving her the baking 

powder.  We'll just have to wait and see 

what that particular vinertarta tastes 

like.  It was the one without the rum in 

the prunes, too...   Sad!  But funny!! 

There were seven serious Icelandic Lon-

doners in attendance, plus two more 

"drop ins".  I think everyone who 

wanted got a chunk of cake to take 

home.  

 Many many thanks to Lisa Watson for 

being our patient and well-organized 

instructor. 

Heidi 

 

New Members 2011 
Brittany Flamank 

Richard de Groot 

Caprice Boisvert 

Jeather Wagstaff 

Pat & Neil Urquhart 

Mary Machnacky 

Alison Melville 

Richard Gould 

Lilian Soegandi 

Jonathan Bjorn Syms 

Doug Brown 

Jessica & Roddy Guenther 

Laila Kokins 

Maja Ardal 

Maja, an Ice-

landic/Canadian, 

has been work-

ing in theatre 

for 40 years as 

an actor, direc-

tor, playwright, 

and theatre 

instructor. She 

wrote and per-

forms the hit 

shows, You 

Fancy Yourself 

(Dora Award for outstanding perform-

ance) and The Cure for Everything 

(nominated for Dora Award for out-

standing play). She toured You Fancy 

Yourself to the Edinburgh Festival 2009, 

followed by a tour of England, across 

Canada, and was invited to Los Angeles 

to perform at the California Interna-

tional Theatre festival. Playwrights Can-

ada Press publishes both plays as well as 

her first play, Midnight Sun, produced in 

Canada and Iceland. Maja wrote the li-

bretto for the opera Waterfall 

(composer Norbert Palej) based on an 

Icelandic legend. It was developed with 

Tapestry New Opera. 

Maja was the artistic director of Young 

People‘s Theatre Toronto, interim Artis-

tic Director of Nightwood Theatre 2007

-2008, performed as a regular for seven 

seasons in The Road to Avonlea ( playing 

Mrs. Potts). She will appear at 4th Line 

Theatre in 2012 playing the title role of 

Marie Dressler in the new play, Queen 

Marie. Maja teaches playwrighting at 

Humber College, trains actors at Fan-

shawe College, and gives workshops in 

vocal and physical techniques. She has 

also taught and directed at the National 

Theatre School and University of To-

ronto. In 2002 she received the George 

Luscombe Award for Mentorship in the 

Theatre. 

 

Prisoner of Tehran 
Contrary Company and Theatre Passe 

Muraille present 

the bestselling international memoir by 

Marina Nemat, adapted for the stage and 

directed by Maja Ardal  
Shows coming up in April at Theatre 

Passe Muraille,  
16 Ryerson Ave 

Toronto, ON M5T 2P3  

Info at prisoneroftehran-theplay.com 

Graduated a year                 

after passing away 
  An unusual situation  drew attention during 

the fall graduation at the University of To-

ronto, when  a British woman, Sara Al-Bader, 

graduated with a Ph.D. under a year after she 

died with her husband in a car accident near 

Montreal. 

  
Sara's co-students decided immediately after 

the accident to try to find a way that Sara, 

who was 34 years old when she died, could 

graduate with them. 

  
Oddfríður Halla Thorsteinsdottir, Associate 

Professor at the University, supervised the 

four students in completing Sara´s doctoral 

program "Science-based 

Health Innovation in Sub-

Saharan Africa". 
 Oddfríður Halla is a sci-

ence expert and has lived 

in Toronto since 1998, and 

has been teaching at the 
Dalai Lama School of Public 

Health at the University of 

Toronto since 2001, re-

sponsible for teaching re-

lated to the health status of 

developing countries. Her 

primary teaching responsi-

bilities are Genomics, Bio-

ethics and Public Policy. 
  

From   Steinþór      Guðb-

jartsson/mbl.is 

Halla is third from left, others are Sara’s parents                                            

and the 4 graduates.  

http://www.contrarycompany.com
http://www.passemuraille.on.ca/
http://www.passemuraille.on.ca/
http://www.prisoneroftehran-theplay.com/nemat
http://www.prisoneroftehran-theplay.com/ardal.htm
http://mbl.is/
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Viking and Medieval             

Norse Studies  
 Viking and Medieval Norse Studies is a two-

year (120 ECTS credits) 

Nordic Master's Programme run by the 

University of Iceland in 
cooperation with Aarhus University 

(Denmark), University of Copenhagen 

(Denmark), University of Oslo (Norway), 

and the Árni Magnússon 

Institute for Icelandic Studies. 
 

Visit our website: oldnorse.is/ 
 

Watch a short video:                                                

youtube.com/user/OldNorseStudies 
 

The programme will start in the autumn of 

2012. Application deadline: 

February 1st, 2012. 
 

Email us for further information:             

oldnorse@hi.is  
 

Íslenskukennsla  
Icelandic Language Classes           

for Children and Youth 
 The ICCT offers weekly language classes 

held on Saturday afternoons from 1- 3pm 

for 8 weeks.  
 

COST: 

$65 for ICCT members 

$75 non-members 
 

Tentative schedule runs Sat. Feb. 4 to 

Sat. March 31 (not March 17) 
 

Classes may continue for another session 

before summer and continue in the fall sub-

ject to interest. 
 

Teacher: Andri Elvar  

Location: Scandinavian Canadian Club, 

near Bathurst and Lawrence 
 

For more information email Arden Jackson 

thorrablot@icct.info Subject: Icelandic Class  
 

ASK EYGLÓ  
If you‘ve got a question about Iceland or 

anything Iceland-related, we‘ll happily post 

the answer at IcelandReview.com. Email 

your questions to eyglo@icelandreview.com 

with the subject line ―Ask Eygló‖. Please 

include your name and the city/state or city/

country where you're from. Your question 

with an answer will be found at IcelandRe-

view.com 
 

Gimli Documentary 
 
bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-13732410 

 

Click on the link and then wait for the 30 

second commercial to go away. It's a BBC 

Documentary about Gimli.  

How to build an Igloo         
with MEDIATHEQUE ON ICE? 

Every Day in December & January starting 

December 6 

Drop by anytime we are open for this one-

of-a-kind interactive experience where you 

will literally build a life-sized igloo in the NFB 

Interactive Lounge. We will film your antics 

using the pixilation technique, which will 

result in a memorable animated keepsake of 

your experience. 
 

*For groups, please call 416-973-3012 in 

advance to make a reservation. To guarantee 

your spot, arrive 15 minutes early.  
More info at http://www.onf-nfb.gc.ca/eng/

mediatheque/schedule.php?id=2716 
 

MEDIATHEQUE 

150 John Street 

Toronto, Ontario, M5V 3C3  

416-973-3012  
 

Scholarships in Icelandic Studies       

for Foreign Students  
available from the Icelandic Ministry of Educa-

tion, Science and Culture 
CANADIAN  APPLICANTS  

Your application must be submitted 

- on or before FEB. 15TH, 2012 - to:  
   Icelandic National League of North America  

      103 – 94   1st  Avenue 

   Gimli, MB   R0C1B1 

Phone:  204-642-5897    

Email:  inl@mymts.net    

Website: www.inlofna.org  
  These scholarships are intended for        

students of language and literature. 
  Students who have completed at least two 

academic years of university study and with 

some prior knowledge of Icelandic or other 

Nordic language will be given priority.  Pref-

erence will, as a rule, be given to a candidate 

under 35 years of age. 
 

  The scholarship covers registration fees at 

the University of Iceland and a monthly sti-

pend of ISK 114,000 (approximately $994 Cdn 
per month), that should cover room and 

board for one person, payable at the begin-

ning of each month from September, 2012 

to April, 2013. A room will be available for 

rent in one of the University dormitories.  
 

Information pamphlet 

inlofna.org/styrkuppl_12.pdf 

Application form 

inlofna.org/Styrkumsokn12.pdf 
 

Go to IcelandReview.com For news in 

English, Daily photo, reviews, webstore and 

more. You can also subscribe to a paper or 

electronic version of Iceland Review. 

 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS  
NEW PRODUCTION BY  

MARION JOHNSON  

OF OUR LONDON CHAPTER 
2012 is going to be a year of milestones -  

100 years since the Titanic, 200 years since 

the War of 1812 that helped define Canada 

and on FEB 7, 2012, the 200th birthday of 

CHARLES DICKENS, the grand old man 

of English literature! 

     We're celebrating in February with a won-

derful new adaptation of Dickens' novel 

Great Expectations, adapted by Londoner 

Marion Johnson and directed by leading Lon-

don director Don Fleckser - with a cast and 

crew drawn from London's finest! 

     It's all happening at the  
Wolf Performance Hall, Central Library  

Show times: Feb 2, 3, 4, 8 and 10 at 7:30 pm 

- Matinees Feb 4 and 5 at 2 pm  
[1/2 price Feb 5!] 

For tickets [$20], contact the Grand Theatre 

at 519-672-8800 OR grandtheatre.com  
 

INTRODUCTION OF THE 

'ICELANDIC ONLINE CLUB'   

     Since 1919, the 'Icelandic National 

League of North America' has been meeting 

the needs of their members in many various 

ways, including local clubs where members 

can interact and participate with one an-

other.  Although the benefits of joining a 

local club are immeasurable, it has not been 

an option for members living outside the 

radius of local clubs. Realizing the needs of 

those members, the INL of NA has been 

exploring the benefits of technology to meet 

those needs, and are excited to announce 

the addition of a new, interactive, online club 

called the 'Icelandic Online Club.'  

    By creating an online club, the INL of NA 

feels this will allow members to be able to 
participate in an interactive online club, by 

using various methods of technology to 

meet the needs of its online members.  Al-

though this cannot replace the personal 

interaction provided by participating in a 

local club, it will allow those that were never 

able to participate, to benefit from being in 

an Icelandic club. The new online club will be 

a fully participating chapter of the INL of 

NA; members will have access to 'Icelandic 

National League' information, voting rights at 

the annual Convention, and inclusion in INL 

of NA projects. 

     The INL of NA launched the new inter-

active, 'Icelandic Online Club' December 31, 

2011.  For additional information on the club 

or how to join, go to http://inlofna.org/IOC/. 

Help spread the word to others, or be one 

of the first to join the new online club! The 

club is available to all Icelanders, people of 

Icelandic descent, and people interested in 

all things Icelandic. Come join us!   

http://oldnorse.is/
http://www.youtube.com/user/OldNorseStudies
mailto:oldnorse@hi.is
http://thorrablot@icct.info/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-13732410
http://www.onf-nfb.gc.ca/eng/mediatheque/schedule.php?id=2716
http://www.onf-nfb.gc.ca/eng/mediatheque/schedule.php?id=2716
mailto:inl@mts.net
http://www.inlofna.org/
tel:519-672-8800
http://grandtheatre.com/
http://inlofna.org/IOC/


ICCT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
President:  

Heather Prinsloo 

dhprinsloo@gmail.com 

647 349 4610  

Past President:  

Brian Eyolfson 

brian.eyolfson@sympatico.ca 

V. President:  

Karen Helena Wallington 

         karenhelena@icct.info  

Media Coord:  

Kara Schuster   

karaschuster@rogers.com 

Treasurer:  

Lynne Thorkelsson     

mlynnet@gmail.com 

905 985 0433  

  1680 Scugog St.  

   Port Perry, ON, L9L 1E2 
Secretary:  

Your name can be here, now is the 

time to volunteer! 

Thorrablot Convenor: 

Arden Jackson  

         thorrablot@icct.info                       

Membership:  

Holly Wirth   

wirthh@yahoo.com 

647 342 2744  

Librarians:  

Margret Björgvinsdóttir  

maggatoronto@gmail.com 

Jon Thordarson  

thorco@aol.com 

Outreach:  

Don Gislason  

ericgislason@rogers.com 

Mailing Director:  

Ellen Gilmore  

jgilmore@sympatico.ca 

Merchandising:  

Thora Smaller 

tsmaller@sympatico.ca 

Youth Director:  

Brenda Bjarnason  

bbjarnason@rogers.com 

Newsletter Editors:  

Oddur S. Karlsson  

oddursk@amanko.ca   

Gail Einarson-McCleery 

Webmaster:  

Karen Helena Wallington 

karenhelena@icct.com  

Directors at Large:  

Mel Johnson  

mljjohnson@rogers.com 

Jill Tomasson-Goodwin 

jtomasso@uwaterloo.ca 

Phyllis Pollard  

pjpollard@mac.com 

Kinmount Icefest Co-ordinator: 

Gudrun Girgis  

gudrun@on.aibn.com 

Regional Director, INLof NA 

Frida Kalbfleisch 

         kal@magma.ca 

Honorary Consul General,  

    Toronto:  

        Jon Johnson  

jjohnson@goodmans.ca 

Honorary Consul,  

    Toronto & INL of NA President:  

     Gail Einarson-McCleery 

     gaileinarsonmccleery@gmail.com 

Fálkinn-The Falcon                   website: icct.info 

Fálkinn is the newsletter of the Icelandic Canadian Club of Toronto and is published 6—8 times a year. 

Editors:  Gail Einarson-McCleery gaileinarsonmccleery@gmail.com and Oddur S. Karlsson oddursk@amanko.ca 
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Nordic Nights movies  

Mamma Gógó 
90 min  -  Drama  

 

National Film Board, 150 John St., 

Wed. Jan. 25, 7 pm, reception at 6 

$8 members, $10 non members. 
 

Director: Friðrik Þór Friðriksson 

Writer: Friðrik Þór Friðriksson 

Stars: Kristbjörg Kjeld, Hilmir 

Snær Guðnason and Gunnar Ey-

jólfsson 

A film director's personal jour-

ney experiencing his mother's 

disappearance into the Alz-

heimer disease, a film with es-

sential Friðriksson ingredients, 

humour, compassion and 

strong visual style.Mamma Gógó 

is about Gógó, an elderly lady, who 

is diagnosed with Alzheimer dis-

ease and her son's and family's 

reaction to her illness. While Gógó 

is continuously getting herself into 

trouble, of the kind only a person 

with Alzheimer can, the son, the 

director is struggling with financial 

troubles after his film Children of 

Nature has flopped in the cinema. 

As Gógó's disease progresses her 

family decides that it is best for her 

to move to a nursing home. Gógó 

and her deceased husband, who 

appears on the scene, are not 

happy with that decision. The di-

rector is dependent on others 

when it comes to his finances and 

when Gógó settles into the nursing 

home he decides to sell his 

mother's apartment and valuable 

artwork; the profits of the sale 

help him to get by. 
 

Finnish movie 

Wed.Feb.29, at 7pm,  

National Film Board 

 150 John St.  

Free admission 

 Title to be announced  

Á Annan Veg                           
(international title Either Way) 
by Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurðsson is 

the winner of the 29th edition of 

TFF Torino Film Festival. The festi-

val awarded the film with a prize of 

€ 20.000. 

Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurðsson‘s 

latest work, officially released in 

Iceland in September 2011, is Ice-

landic minimalism at its best.        

With skillful use of the language 

and with dry and witty gags, the 

film tells the story of two road 

workers carrying on their lives in 

the metaphysical setting of Iceland‘s 

barest and most desolate regions. 

When not encumbered by their 

routine tasks, the two men have a 

lot of time to kill, so they end up 

opening up to each other. They 

ultimately develop a friendship that 

will lead them to maturation as 

human beings. 

The film has been described by 

critics as a work reminiscent of 

Beckett‘s suggestions and the festi-

val‘s jury, that counted among its 

ranks Jerry Schatzberg, Michael 

Fitzgerald and Valeria Golino, ac-

claimed it as a the ―laconic heir of 

first period Kaurismäki‖. Besides 

winning the main prize of TFF 

2011, the film was also awarded 

the Holden Prize for the best 

screenplay and story-telling. 
   From icelandchronicles.com 

Village Profile: 

Sandgerdi  

-Within Reach-  
  Located just six minutes from 

Keflavík International Airport, 

Sandgerdi (“Sandy Hedge”) is a 

growing town of 1,700 with a sto-

ried history and loads to see. Read 

this special promotion about the 

hidden secrets of one of Iceland's 

most charming seaside villages.  
As the name indicates, the soil in 

Sandgerdi is sandy and not optimal 

for cultivation, so the main indus-

try is fishing. Soil erosion was 

prevented by planting lyme grass 

and constructing a large protective 

wall by the seaside in the early 

20th century.  
At the nearby Hvalsnes, a former 

parish, Iceland’s most treasured 

psalm writer, Hallgrímur Péturs-

son, after whom Reykjavík’s Hall-

grímskirkja Church was named, 

served as priest for the first time 

between 1644 and 1651.  
The fiercest flood in Iceland’s his-

tory wiped out the nearby village 

of Básendi in 1799. An elderly 

woman drowned in the flood but 

the remaining inhabitants barely 

managed to save themselves by 

climbing a heath. Another tragedy 

took place in 1928 when the 

trawler Jón Forseti (“President 

Jón”), the first trawler specifically 

constructed for Iceland’s rough 

seas, sank off Stafnsnes.  
As it would happen, Iceland’s first 

gunfight took place in 1551 in 

nearby Másbúdarhólmi, a few min-

utes from Sangerdi, when a group 

of Catholics were hoping to avenge 

Bishop Jón Arason, who was exe-

cuted in 1550 for refusing to fur-

ther the progress of Lutheranism in 

Iceland.  
Not to worry, the fiery action has 

subsided considerably in the last 

400 years and what remains today 

are the same beautiful views with 

some great galleries and museums 

to boot.  
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